PART x: 1784
He requested three things of Sir Joshua Reynolds: - To
forgive him thirty pounds which he had borrowed of him;
to read the Bible; and never to use his pencil on a Sunday.
Sir Joshua readily acquiesced.
Indeed he shewed the greatest anxiety for the religious im-
provement of his friends, to whom he discoursed of its infinite
consequence. He begged of Mr Hoole to think of what he
had said, and to commit it to writing: and, upon being after-
wards assured that this was done, pressed his hands, and in
an earnest tone thanked him. Dr Brocklesby having attended
him with the utmost assuidity and kindness as his physician
and friend, he was peculiarly desirous that this gentleman
should not entertain any loose speculative notions, but be
confirmed in the truths of Christianity, and insisted on his
writing down in his presence, as nearly as he could collect it,
the import of what passed on the subject: and Dr Brockles-
by having complied with the request, he made him sign the
paper, and urged him to keep it in his own custody as long
as he lived.
Johnson, with that native fortitude, which, amidst all his
bodily distress and mental sufferings, never forsook him,
asked Dr Brocklesby, as a man in whom he had confidence,
to tell him plainly whether he could recover. 'Give me (said
he,) a direct answer.' The Doctor having first asked him if
he could bear the whole truth, which way soever it might
lead, and being answered that he could, declared that, in his
opinion, he could not recover without a miracle. Then,
(said Johnson,) I will take no more physick, not even my
opiates; for I have prayed that I may render up my soul
to GOD unclouded.' In this resolution he persevered, and,
at the same time, used only the weakest kinds of sustenance.
Being pressed by Mr Windham to take somewhat more
generous nourishment, lest too low a diet should have the
very effect which he dreaded, by debilitating his mind, he
said, *I will take any thing but inebriating sustenance.*
The Reverend Mr Strahan, who was the son of his friend,
and had been always one of his great favourites, had, during
his last illness, the satisfaction of contributing to soothe and
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